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A Diverse City

• San Diego has become a very diverse city with significant 
populations of Latino, Black and Asian-Pacific Islander 
communities.

Group 1990 2000 2010
Latino 17% 25% 29%

Black 7% 8% 6%

Asian/ 9% 14% 16%
Pacific Islander



City Charter’s Requirements

Section 5.1:

“Each redistricting plan shall provide fair and effective 
representation for all citizens of the City, including racial, 
ethnic, and language minorities, and be in conformance 
with the requirements of the United States Constitution and 
Federal statutes. “  (emphasis added)

The Charter instructs that federal laws such as the Voting 
Rights Act be followed in addition to the explicit 
requirement to provide effective representation to San 
Diego’s diverse communities.



Communities of Interest

Section 5.1 of San Diego City Charter:

“To the extent it is practical to do so, districts 
shall: preserve identifiable communities of 
interest…”



Communities of Interest

Examples:

• Community Lifestyle
• Community planning areas and neighborhoods
• Civic and economic landmarks

– Airport
– Stadium
– University
– Harbor

• Proximity to environmental resources
– Parks
– Open Space
– Beaches
– Rivers



Community Collaboration

Communities south of Interstate 8 that have had 
a historic presence in the neighborhoods 
there have been in dialogue since the New 
Year about appropriate boundary lines.

• Latino Redistricting Committee

• Barry Pollard/African-American Community

• LGBT Redistricting Task Force



Community Collaboration

• Agreement achieved with regard to three 
southern districts.

– Border and Barrio Latino Empowerment District

– Historic “District 4” African-American Empowerment 
District

– Mid-City Latino and Immigrant Empowerment District

• Commitment to support empowerment of LGBT 
and Asian-Pacific Islander communities.



Border & Barrio Latino Empowerment District

(Shaded Pink)

Population: 140,200

Latino Population: 74.6%

Features:

•Unifies all southern 
tier/border-area neighborhoods

•Unifies Historic Barrio 
neighborhoods



(right side, shaded light blue)

Population: 140,177

Black Population: 19.7%

Features:
•Grows Black population density 
from current District 4 (2001 map), 
which is 18.8%.

Historic “District 4” African-American 
Empowerment District



Mid-City Latino and Immigrant 

Empowerment District

(Shaded  Green)

Population: 140,063

Latino Population:  57.8%

Features:
•Predominant immigrant and 
refugee population
• In addition to majority Latino 
population, significant 
communities of Southeast Asian 
and African populations in City 
Heights areas.



Asian-Pacific Islander Empowerment
APAC’s proposed map

(shaded in blue)

Asian population: 37.7%

Features:
•Unites

•Mira Mesa (47% API)
•Rancho Penasquitos (30% API)
•Convoy Asian Business District

•Divides
•Rancho Penasquitos Community 
of Interest by excluding Black 
Mountain Ranch
•University City Community 
Planning Area/UCSD Community of 
Interest by including UTC



Asian-Pacific Islander Empowerment

APAC API Empowerment District
Proposed API Empowerment District



Asian-Pacific Islander Empowerment District
(placed middle and shaded pink)

Population: 143,641

API Population: 36%

Features:

Unites:
•Mira Mesa
•Rancho Penasquitos
•Convoy Asian Business District

Definite Geographic Boundaries
•City limits and Carmel Valley to North
• I-15 to East
• I-805 & Hwy 163 junction to South
• I-805 & Carmel Valley to West



LGBT Empowerment

LGBT Redistricting Task Force Proposed Map



LGBT Empowerment
LGBT Redistricting Task Forces Map versus current District 3

Additions: Westward move to unify Hillcrest and include LGBT population blocks 
and landmarks in Mission Hills, Bankers Hill, Little Italy and Downtown.
(Green oval area not in current D3)

Subtractions:

• Eastern areas, 
including City 
Heights, that voted 
YES on Proposition 8 
(ban on same-sex 
marriage).

(Existing District 3 
included in blue-shaded 
oval).



LGBT Empowerment
LGBT Redistricting Task Forces proposal to a) move westward and 

b) shed eastern neighborhoods aligns with current LGBT 
voting behavior.

The darker the green, the 
stronger the opposition to 
Proposition 8, the 2008 
ban on same-sex marriage.

This pattern is strongest in 
areas around Balboa Park 
in current D3, as well as in 
areas directly west from 
the current D3 boundaries 
(Bankers Hill, Mission Hills, 
Little Italy).



LGBT Empowerment
Same-sex household target voter count

Pairs of registered voters sharing:

• Same Household

• Same Sex

• Different Last Names

• Within 12 years of age

Red is highest density of target voters



North Bay Community of Interest
• By moving westward, the LGBT district moves toward 

important Communities of Interest that have historically been 
part of the same City Council district (Current District 2)

• From Balboa Park to Shelter Island, the North Bay Community 
of Interest plays host to two important economic drivers for 
our region: Tourism and Military

Tourism Military

• Lindbergh Field Airport
• Cruise Ship Terminal
• Convention Center
• Museums
• Marina
• Seaport Village
• Petco Park
• Gaslamp Quarter

• Navy Region Southwest
• Marine Corps Recruit Depot
• Coast Guard
• Liberty Station at Naval Training Center
• Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Base
• USS Midway
• SPAWAR
• Balboa Naval Hospital



Balboa Park- Airport - Harbor
LGBT Empowerment District

(shaded yellow)

Population: 150,050

Combines Balboa Park, Airport, San Diego Bay, 
Uptown and Downtown communities

Strengthens LGBT voting strength of current 
LGBT empowerment district, District 3.* 

Definite Geographic Boundaries:
• San Diego Bay and Balboa Park to South
• I-805 & I-15 to East
•Mission Valley to North
•Bay-view eastern slope of Point Loma to West

*LGBT empowerment  through redistricting has resulted in the election of LGBT candidates 
for the past five City Council elections. In 2008, the runoff election  in D3 was held between 
two LGBT candidates.



Balboa Park- Airport - Harbor
LGBT Empowerment District

LGBT Voting Strength By Metric

Proposition 8 results – Nov. 2008
Current District 3 

71.54% NO

Proposed Balboa Park- Airport –
Harbor LGBT Empowerment District

71.86% NO

Same-Sex Household Target Voters
Current District 3

31.39% of all City of San Diego

Proposed Balboa Park- Airport –
Harbor LGBT Empowerment District

31.46% of all City of San Diego



Coast & Canyon District

Representatives of the Carmel Valley Planning 
Group and the University City Planning Group 
have advocated for a map they call “Coast and 
Canyons.”



Coast & Canyon District

(left side, shaded  in light pink)

Population:  147,640

Unites UCSD campus community of interest 
(both east and west of I-5)

Keeps La Jolla whole (2001 plan split La Jolla 
between D1 and D2)

Keeps University City whole (both sides of 
Rose Canyon)

Definite Geographic Boundaries: 
•Pacific Ocean to West
•Hwy 52 & Mt. Soledad to South
•City Limits to North
• I-805 and Carmel Valley boundary to East



Eastern Boundary-I-15 Corridor District

(right side, shaded gray)

Population: 151,321

Unites communities east of I-15 that border 
eastern city limits

Wholly encompasses Mission Trails Park and 
East Elliot Open Space

Definite Geographic Boundaries:
•City Limits to East and North
• I-15 to East
•Mission Gorge & Lake Murray to South



Beach & Bay District
(left side, shaded light green)

Population: 139,486

Unites Beach communities of Ocean Beach, Mission 
Beach and Pacific Beach to keep focus on those 
regional assets

Includes all of ocean-side of Point Loma

Keeps Mission Bay Park whole (2001 plan split 
Mission Bay between D2 and D6. Current D2 only 
contiguous by bridges over Mission Bay.)

Definite Geographic Boundaries
•Pacific Ocean to West and South
•Ocean-facing side of Point Loma to  South
•Mt. Soledad and Hwy 52 to North
•Bay-view western side of Clairemont Mesa to East



Mission Valley-College Area District
(shaded purple)

Population: 149,039

Unites San Diego State University Community of 
Interest on both sides of Interstate 8

Includes flood-prone areas of San Diego River

Includes major shopping and recreation center 
of Mission Valley, including Fashion Valley and 
Qualcomm Stadium

Unites neighboring communities of Mission 
Valley

Definite Geographic Boundaries
•City Limits to East
• El Cajon Blvd and Uptown to South

•Mission Gorge, Lake Murray & Kearney Mesa to North
• Eastern slope of Clairemont Mesa to West



“Community in Unity” Plan
1 – Coast & Canyon District
2– Beach & Bay District
3 – Balboa Park-Airport-Harbor LGBT 
Empowerment District
4 – Historic “District 4” African-American 
Empowerment District
5 – Eastern Boundary-Interstate 5 Corridor 
District
6 – Asian-Pacific Islander Empowerment District
7 – Mission Valley-College Area District
8 – Border-Barrio Latino Empowerment District
9 – Mid-City Latino & Immigrant Empowerment 
District

Deviation: 8.4%



Conclusion

• The “Community in Unity” citywide 
redistricting plan for the City of San Diego 
offers the significant empowerment of racial, 
ethnic and language minorities who must be 
provided “fair and effective representation” 
under the requirements of the City Charter 
Section 5.1.



Conclusion

• The “Community in Unity” citywide redistricting plan also 
offers “identifiable communities of interest” in San Diego 
new benefits  through unification that have not been 
realized heretofore in past redistricting plans.

• The “Community in Unity” plan meets the required criteria 
of compactness, contiguity and equal population.

• The “Community in Unity” plan is far more 
comprehensively compliant with respect to the 
aforementioned requirements of the City Charter than any 
other plan submitted to the Redistricting Commission thus 
far.


