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M E M O R A N D U M  
 

TO:  SAN DIEGANS FOR REFORM &TAXPAYERS FOR CARL DEMAIO 

 

FROM:  DAVE SACKETT 

 

RE:  KE FINDINGS FROM A SURVEY OF VOTER ATTITUDES IN SAN DIEGO 

 

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 21, 2012 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Tarrance Group is pleased to present the Mayoral independent expenditure 

campaigns with the key findings from a survey of voter attitudes in San Diego. These key 

findings are based on telephone interviews with N=300 “likely” registered voters 

throughout San Diego, as well as an N=50 oversample of “Decline to State” voters. 

Responses to this survey were gathered September 19-20, 2012 and the margin of error 

associated with a sample of this type is  

+ 5.2% in 95 out of 100 cases. 

 

KEY  FINDINGS 

 

 The initial wave of advertising was successful in accomplishing the objectives that 

were set out for it.  This initial wave has significantly reshaped the ballot test and 

begin to erode Filner’s image. 

 

 There has been significant positive movement in the trial ballot test for Mayor, and 

the ballot is now a statistical dead heat.  Carl DeMaio stands with forty percent (40%) 

of the vote, while Bob Filner receives forty-one percent (41%) of the vote, and 20% 

of San Diego voters are undecided on the ballot test. 

 

 In the past four weeks, Filner’s ballot strength has been reduced by -7 points among 

the electorate as a whole, and has dropped by almost twenty points among DTS 

voters and the ballot test is now inside the margin of error among DTS voters. 

 

 Over the past four weeks, Filner’s image ratings have eroded by a net -5 points, and 

have “equalized” the image of the two candidates, so that DeMaio and Filner have the 

same overall image ratings. 
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 This erosion in Filner’s image has been most significant among DTS voters, where 

his image has eroded by -14 points and he is down to only a 1.6 to 1 favorable to 

unfavorable ratio. 

 

 The data from this study demonstrates a clear path to victory for DeMaio based on a 

fundamental contrast between DeMaio and Filner on their records of performance.  

The contrast with Filner’s missed votes and his reckless spending combined with his 

unabashed arrogance of a career politician are issues that are both persuasive and 

relevant to San Diego voters, particularly DTS and Independent voters. 

 

 DTS and Independent voters are uniquely “persuadable” with regard to this election, 

and have yet to firmly settle on a particular ballot question or manner in which to 

distinguish between the two candidates, which is why the undecided vote (20%) 

remains so high among DTS and Independent voters. 

 

 Whichever campaign is able to generate a weight of message significant enough to 

penetrate and impact on DTS and Independent voters with frequency between now 

and election day is going to win the election.   

 

# # # 

 

 


